
#10 UWSD Vista Community Conversations 
Parents (English & Spanish Speaking) 

 
Month/Day/Year: February 23, 2015 
Where: David and Jillian Gilmour Early Education Campus  
Address: 735 Avenida de Benito Juarez 
City State Zip: Vista, CA 92083 
 

 
Host: Education Enrichment Systems, Inc.     
Moderator/Facilitator: CJ Robinson    
Note Taker: Vincent Delgado    
Theme Identifier: Barbara Saxton 
Translator: Since none was available, the participants interpreted for one another 
Group make-up: EES Parents 
Number in Attendance: 13 parents – English & Spanish speaking  
Time Start: 4:30 p.m.    
Time End: 6:00 p.m. 
 

 

Icebreaker Question: As a kid, who was the teacher or mentor that had an impact on you and why? 
 My brother and sister helped me out a lot. They were older than me and have lived it and did it. 

Gave me good advice.  
 Mom and Dad. I was an only child and they were very supportive, motivating, always there for 

me.   
 I grew up in Mexico; mostly my grandparents always looking out for us, taking care of us.  
 My roommate’s and people we used to live with.  Our parents had no education and this couple 

supported me and helped me with homework.  
 My parents. I had no other family and they encouraged me to keep up with my studies. They 

really put an importance on education.  
 My parents. They motived me to do well in everything.  
 The principal from elementary school motivated me. They took away bilingual classes and he 

encouraged me to continue learning.  
 My parents were very supportive when I was young. Then at 16, I got married and it was my 

husband because he was very helpful and supportive.  
 My mom. She was a single parent and she always motivated me to be a good person and a good 

citizen.  
 My mother and teacher. I had my dad but he wasn’t always there to see everything, so my mom 

would find a way to help with everything and support me.  
 My grandma. I don’t want to tell why because I’ll cry.  
 My mother. She had all girls and she worked so hard for us and I try to do the same for my kids.  
 My Father. I was an only child and he came to the US to make a better life and he accomplished 

a lot and made his kid a priority and encouraged me to continue to go to school. 
 



What would your perfect community look like?  
 Great schools. I noticed there is an imbalance in school. It’s important children go to good 

schools.  
 Diversity is very important. I want my children exposed to other students and people and 

cultures. 
 More parks around town that are safe and kids can play in them.  
 More over watch, more security to patrol the area and more police.  
 I agree with him about the parks and bad people doing things they shouldn’t around kids.  It’s 

not safe. We need more people watching and more people speaking up when someone is doing 
something bad.  

 Need community centers where kids can go to do homework and more libraries.  A safe place 
where parents can get resources and while kids are there, parents can get to know each other 
and build relationships while kids do good things like homework and play.  

What kind of education do you want for your kids? 
 Growing up never prepared you for high school and what’s really going to happen. Real life hits 

you hard because you’re a kid and you need to grow up. Good life lessons would be to prepare 
them for what’s really going to happen.  

 Basic transportation, we don’t always have the option to take them and driving isn’t as easy. We 
want different and better things for our kids, but we sometimes settle for a school that is closer 
because of transportation.   

 I agree. I think single parents have to pull strings to get them to school. Some jobs are flexible, 
but others aren’t and we need basic reliable transportation.  

 Literacy, despite technology. My brother doesn’t know how to properly read. He doesn’t 
understand a lot. He can read, but can’t comprehend what he’s reading.  A lot has to do with 
parents, but there are other reasons and a lot of children struggle with reading. A lot of kids get 
into trouble because they don’t understand what they are reading. They don’t prepare you for 
life with reading and signing things like credit card documents or student loans and debt.  

 Basic electric bill is hard to read for some and you have to connect some of these classes with 
child care because sometimes parents can’t attend because of child care.  

 More classes on basics things like insuring your child; workshops for parents.  
 Child comes home and needs help with homework. How can I help if I don’t understand 

sometimes? Also, child care when I’m at work. I can’t leave a child at daycare all day.  
 Smaller classrooms so each student gets more attention; bigger classrooms you can’t help all 

kids 
 After school tutoring to get help.  

Does everyone have access to the same kind of education in Vista? 
 No. I’m an example. As somebody who is a minority, I was born in Mexico, raised here, lived in 

an apartment complex with a lot of minorities.  Children hang with minorities. There are more 
minorities in some schools than others.  

 You can’t always blame parents for kids not succeeding. It’s more kids conforming to what’s 
around them because that’s all they are asked for.  We push our children to certain limits, but 
you can place a plate of food in front of someone but can’t force them to eat.  

 Some schools are better, like charter schools because school doesn’t have same success rate, 
but it doesn’t mean your child isn’t doing well.  

 Sometimes I feel like because I don’t speak English I feel like I don’t get the adequate 
information or attention when I go to my kid’s school.  



 I would like to take off combo classes, 4th grade mixed with 5th grade, and I don’t feel like my 
daughter is getting the right kind of attention. I don’t think teachers can do both 4th and 5th and 
they do that because there are too many students. She had put in the effort and she did really 
well, but I don’t think it’s ok.  

 My child is also in a combo class with about 30 students. Sometimes teachers don’t have 
capacity to teach, but they are still teachers; not well trained; no education to teach. I go in my 
daughter’s shoes and imagine how a teacher can teach both at the same time. Some students 
don’t succeed. I would be worried if my student wasn’t doing well, but she is.  

 I think some teachers don’t have patience for students. My kid’s teacher has 28 students and 
she has to be so stressed. They move through so much information in such a quick amount of 
time I don’t think they learn a lot and the teacher is very stressed. When I go help she has two 
parents that help only five times a month; no other involvement. I’m big on being involved 
because we can criticize teachers, but we have to unite as parents and fight for our kids.  

What information would be helpful to parents and students? 
 I work fulltime and go to school fulltime and I know how difficult it is. I don’t get days off. My 

parents stayed up with me and helped me and every year they would be involved. I invite my 
neighbors over to help them with their kids school work and answer any questions they may 
have. If I can help, I will do my best; if I can’t help I will send them to someone who knows.  

 Ever since I got here, I stay up at night thinking, how can I pay for my kids to go to school if I 
can’t afford it? I stay up at night worrying about it. I know I can get help with government 
assistance, but I wouldn’t even know where to start.  

 You don’t really need money. You can get student loans and they will work with you and there is 
a lot of help out there if you need it. (participant’s suggestion) 

 I think there’s a lot of things out there that people can learn about, but we don’t know where to 
get the help.  

 I want to add that I go to CSU San Marcos. I went to continuation school and they never taught 
me how to get prepared for college. I couldn’t afford anything and they never shared how to 
help. By asking questions, I found out how to get these things. I got help from counselors.  

 At that point, the first thing you do is ask parents, but we always don’t have the answers. For 
some, they don’t speak the language. We need another program like that with more 
information.  

 I think seminars at high schools for parents who need the help. My parents didn’t think to go 
because they thought it was too repetitive, but after they went, they learned so much and I do 
think they have them at schools like Vista High School. Have colleges come together to provide 
support.  

What should be offered at high schools, middle schools, and elementary schools to prepare kids for 
the real world? 

 Biggest issue right now is income tax time period. I went through it with my first job when they 
took all my money from my paycheck. I think classes are needed to teach this information.  

 I know a lot of schools have counselors, but I feel counselors have just names and they don’t 
want to help. They are not invested in what classes you need and how they can help you plan 
ahead. Getting down to having teachers break down what’s going to happen. A lot of people 
don’t know they have to do taxes, etc. Showing people what all these things are; break it down 
for students; where they can find all this info. Teachers need to encourage kids to get help from 
parents.  



 Parents and students need to get shown around campus, learn about financial aid and what to 
expect about college from mentors. The number of graduates is still going down. Students were 
lost and confused and didn’t know how to pay fees.  

 I saw that Cal States go to elementary schools and help kids very early on. More schools giving 
opportunities for high school and middle school.  Talk about what I want to study. What is my 
career? I want to be teacher, cop, etc. What do you need to be in those professions?  

 Prepare you after high school with workshops to help you with resumes, interviews, how to 
dress. Those are some things that kids can get help with. The community can help with 
workshops on how to get housing. You can tour a campus and the community and have 
workshops at schools and community centers.  

Attendance is very important to school success. What are things that are getting in the way of kids 
attending school or getting to school on time? 

 Busses right now are overcrowded and sometimes they have to take another bus to get to 
school and they are tardy. They say they can’t do anything about it. Some areas don’t provide 
school busses. They can car pool or take a public bus, but sometimes it might come early or late.  

 For Vista they lost transportation in some areas and they can’t get transportation anymore. 
They had it before and parents paid fees for students who weren’t nearby or in those areas. Can 
they do that again? I think it would be helpful.  

Final Thoughts:  
 Stop the combo classes. I don’t like my daughter in those classes.  
 In high school is when there is the biggest drop out percent and we have to remember 

teenagers can be very difficult, but reality is they can’t do it all themselves and parents need to 
put their foot down. Support for parents. Be there to help children and let them understand 
they need help. Be vulnerable. Need to provide children guidance. Instead of doing career 
project, they need to do an expense report and do real life examples of spending money in the 
real world. How to save money. A lot of people struggle with banks and they don’t know how to 
set up accounts.  

 Since my son is going to Kindergarten I don’t want him distracted with a combo class or bigger 
classes. I will try to manage my schedule to help him with everything. I think there needs to be 
more things out there in the community like workshops.  

 My child is going to school. I called them to register and the school’s score was very low and I 
wanted her to go to another school, but I don’t understand how some schools are so bad. It’s 
not fair. Just because I live in a certain area, it’s not right they can’t go to any school they want.  

 High school prep to college. I agree with workshops; we need more of them. I only heard about 
one thing when I was in high school; need more than just one workshop 

 It would be nice to have once a month meetings where they can have people come out and 
speak and gather info and then do things about problems in those areas. Where can you go as a 
community to get things done? We need to be able to talk to somebody.  

 
 

 

 

 


